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VISITING ARTIST'S RESIDENCY MOVES UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA
CLOSER TO STUDENT/FACULTY EXCHANGE WITH CHINESE INSTITUTE
By Suedee Galle
News and Publications
University of Montana
MISSOULA—
A Chinese art professor from the Zhejiang Institute of Fine Art in Hangzhu
may bring the University of Montana another step closer to a student/professor
exchange with the institute.
Huang Jinxiang arrived in December and plans to stay at UM as a resident
artist for two years.
It all began in 1983-84 when 100 art works by the institute's faculty and
students were shown at UM and 100 pieces by their UM counterparts were exhibited
at the institute in the first U.S.-Chinese exchange of its kind.
James Todd, chairman of the art department, traveled with the UM exhibition
and negotiated with the vice president of the Chinese institute for a student/
faculty exchange program.

Todd says the administrator

was excited abour the

idea and intended to propose such an exchange to his supervisor.

The latter

d~ed iast summer, however, Todd says, and whether or not the program is set up
will be determined by his replacement.
Todd thinks the fact that the institute sent Professor Huang is a sign that
it ts still interested in an exchange program.

Huang is the university's connection

with the institute, and he will study the exchange possibilities.

(over)

Chinese artist— add one

If the exchange is approved, students will probably travel to China
accompanied by faculty to study at the institute for a quarter, Todd says.
Eventually it is hoped that the program will be expanded to a year.

Professor Huang came to the UM for several reasons.
program, in which he calls himself a "pioneer."
and study American art.

One is the exchange

He also wants to learn English

In order to communicate now, he needs an interpreter.

He is working with three students from the UM third-year Chinese class, helping
them with their Chinese as they help him with his English.
Art is the main reason he came to America. He hopes to study American art
in museums across the country.

And he plans to introduce the university to

Oriental art through classroom activities and displays. He brought over 100 of
his paintings to show on campus and around the United States.
Professor Huang says the exchange would make Americans and Chinese more
aware of the differences between American and Chinese art.

He feels that

generally Chinese art emphasizes realism and tries to capture real life while
American art is often more abstract.

Chinese artists use special brushes and

brush techniques while American artists use a wider variety of colors, he says.
Professor Huang, who is living in Brantly Hall on the UM campus, notices
several differences between American and Chinese students.

The art students

at the institute in China have a higher level of skill, he says, adding that the
institute is one of the best in China.

It has 500 students, 300 instuctors and

five departments.
He believes that Chinese students are more studious while UM students are more
involved in extracurricular

activities.

He also says that UM students look healthier,

seem to be more expressive and imaginative.
he says.
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"They are free to do what they want,"

